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SYSTEM ENABLING A SALESPERSON TO CHAT WITH A CUSTOMER BROWSING THE 
SALESPERSON'S WEBSITE 

5 Related Application 

This application is a continuation-in-part of provisional application 

Serial No. 60/061,166 . filed October 6, 1997. 

Field of the Invention : 

The invention pertains to systems and methods for facilitating 

10 interactions on communications networks. More particularly, the invention pertains 

to such systems and methods usable to provide interactive real time communications 

between a user and another party while the user is viewing a page or pages of a 

web site. 

Background of the Invention: 
15 A service of the Internet, the Worldwide Web, has evolved as a 

readily available source of worldwide information. In addition to merely providing 
information, numerous companies have established web sites through which are 
offered a variety of goods and services. 

A visitor perusing a page or pages of a selected site selects those 
20 goods or services of interest and arranges to . pay for them using a credit or debit 
card for example. While there has been great interest in this form of electronic 
commerce and many companies have established web sites for the purposes of 
marketing their products and services, some limitations have been encountered. 

One limitation that has been encountered has been an inability of 
25 visitors, who have expressed an interest in the products or services by their 
presence at the site to easily obtain answers to questions about the products or 
services. Another limitation that has been noted is an inability of the organization 
whose web site is being viewed to monitor the progress of the user and to initiate 
communication, substantially in real time, with the user during the viewing session. 
30 In known systems, it has been necessary for the site visitor or 

potential customer to initiate an interaction. Not all visitors take this step. 
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Another form of known, interactive, network based communications 
» «he so-caUed chat room. Chat rooms enab.e individuals having a common 
■merest to interact substantia.* in real time concerning any subject tha, might be 
of .meres, to them. Whi.e facilitating interactive communications, chat rooms have 
no. as yet had a substantia, effect on web based commerce. One reason for this 
may be tha, persons visiting cha, rooms may not have any interest a. that time in 
buytng goods or services of a type associated with the cha, room. A second reason 
may be that cha, rooms are multi-person forums that do no. readily lend themselves 
to 1:1 interactions. Another reason is th a , a user must take steps to join a chat 
room .n order to participate. A monitoring party cou.d no, bring a visitor into a 
chat room to initiate an interaction, 

mere thus continues to be a need for interactive communications 
capabthues wh.ch can be used ,o faciHtate web based commerce. I, wou.d be 
destrahle to enab.e a site representative to proactive* engage a visitor. It wou.d 
also be desirable if such capabi.ities could be incorporated into web sites or pages 
wh,c offer goods or service, ,n a preferred system, i, win „ 0 , be necessary to 
dowmoad to the user any applets, "cookies", software modules or the like 
Preferably, such interactive communications could be implemented using a, the 
user's she. nothing more than a standard Mmmercia , browsef ^ ^ ^ 
available from Microsoft Corporation or Netscape. 
SommaiT of Hip ^v^^^. 

The presence of a visitor at a web site that offers goods or services 
•s an indication that the visitor is invested enough in the goods or services to be 
a potent customer. This is a self-screening process. ,„ effec , ^ visUor - s 
presence is a statement of interest in the subject goods or services. 

The visitor's presence at a given commercial site is also a statement 
tha. ".his is a good time" to consider obtaining the offered goods or services In 
accordance with the present invention, a representative of a web site is provided 
wtth ,he tools to proactive* contact , visitor in an appropriate business-like fashion 
to open an interactive dialog to offer to assist or he.p the visitor by answering 
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questions or offering suggestions. The dialog can be carried out interactively in 
real-time. 

The proactive capability is analogous to having a knowledgeable sales 
person approach and initiate a dialog with a potential customer in a store. 
Questions can be answered and additional suggestions can be made to the customer 
in reaJ-time. 

Systems and methods for facilitating electronic commerce make it 
possible for a visitor who has access to a web site to review the pages of that web 
site. While reviewing the pages, the visitor can be contacted by a representative 
of the proprietor of the site for purposes of initiating an interactive interchange, a 
conversation, with that visitor. The present systems and methods make use of the 
frame-based functionality of the visitor's browser. No applets, cookies, modules 
or other software need to be downloaded to the visitor's computer. 

In another aspect, the visitor's movement through the pages of the 
15 site can be tracked and recorded. The list of tracking information for respective 
visitors can be stored for later review and follow-up. The tracking information can 
be presented in real time to the representative to facilitate the communications 
process. 

In yet another aspect, a dialogue box can be opened on the visitor's 
20 display for purposes of initiating a text-based interactive conversation. At the 
initiating end of the conversation, a display can be provided of both sides of the 
conversation. 

Alternatively, a graphical symbol or icon can be provided on the 
visitor's display. Triggering or clicking on the symbol or icon enables the visitor 
to open a conversation with a representative of the site. The representative can 
then respond to the visitor's inquiries on a real time basis. Specific questions can 
be answered and any concerns raised by the visitor about the goods or the services 
can be addressed immediately. 

In yet another aspect, the present systems and methods can be 
implemented with respect to web sites that use HTML coded pages. This 
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implementation, which makes use of HTML frame tags supported by currently 
available browsers, is especiaHy desirable. Only the pages associated with a 
selected web site need be supplemented with additional frame and link tags. No 
applets, "cookies" or other modules need be downloaded to the visitor's computer 
All that is required at the visitor's end is that the respective browser be capable of 
responding to frame tags. 

In yet another aspect, where a visitor logs onto a web site a unique 
identifier is assigned to that visitor. This identifier can be used to track the 
progress of the visitor through the pages of the site. Unlike an TP address which 
can be associated simultaneously with a plurality of visitors to the site, the unique 
assigned identifier enables a representative of the site to initiate a 1.1 interactive 
conversation with the visitor. 

THe unique identifier also enables a web site proprietor to analyze 
either in rea time . or. off line patterns of usage of the she. High traffic 
commercially effective paths can be identified and emphasized. Low traffic paths 
can be revised or discontinued. 

Exemplary applications of the invention include: 

Providing a live sales person in the internet. 
Example: A jewelry sales web site, where the site is organized to 
lead the visitor to one of a number of product categories (for example, rings 
watches, necklaces, etc.). Sales oriented representatives watch the visitors move 
•hrough the site. Once a visitor lingers on a product page for more than 3 minutes, 
a representative engages that visitor and offers assistance. If the visitor responds 
favorably, the representative attempts to close a sale. If the visitor requests to be 
25 left alone, the representative terminates the conversation. 

Matching a user who has a specific question with an expert 
representative. 

Example: A technical support web site, where the site is organized 
to lead the visitor through a series of choices defining the nature of the visitor's 
problem before presenting a button encouraging the visitor to "Click here to speak 



20 



30 



4 



WO 99/18514 



PCT/US98/21272 



to a live support representative". When the visitor clicks on the button, a pool of 
support representatives is notified of the contact request. Each representative views 
the visitor's page history to determine the nature of the problem, and the 
representative most familiar with the problem engages the visitor. The 
5 representative and the visitor hold a text-based conversation regarding the problem, 
and once it is solved, the Representative terminates the conversation. 

• Matching the correct regional sales agent with the correct 
customer. 

Example: A property rental web site monitored by three pools of 
10 representatives, each with a geographic area to service. The web side is organized 
by location (North, Central, and South) and each area is subdivided by property 
type (house, apartment, office). Each representative monitors only the portion of 
the web site which corresponds to their geographic region. As the visitor moves 
throughout the pages on the site, the appropriate representative is able to watch the 
15 visitor's page selections and engage that visitor already knowing that the visitor 
wants, for example, a 3-bedroom apartment in the Central region. 

• Correct and validate the customer choices in a user- 
configurable product order system. 

Example: A computer sales web site where web visitors configure 
20 the system they wish to purchase. The visitor selects the components they want, 
then submits the list to a validation program. If the validation program categorizes 
the system as poorly designed, a representative notified and engages the visitor in 
a conversation to talk them through and correct their choices. 

Numerous other advantages and features of the present invention will 
25 become readily apparent from the following detailed description of the invention 
and the embodiments thereof, from the claims and from the accompanying 
drawings. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments : 

While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in many different 
30 forms, there are shown in the drawing and will be described herein in detail 
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specific embodiments thereof with the understanding that the present disclosure is 
to be considered as an exemplification of the principles of the invention and is not 
intended to limit the invention to the specific embodiments illustrated. 
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Exemplary iContact Implementation 

Requirements 

1 . When clients (visitors) log into the web site, their Financial Consultant (FC) is notified that they arc on the site. 

2. Clients (visitors) can determine whether or not their FC is monitoring the web site and available to assist them. 

Solutions for Meeting Requirements 
Requirement 1 

The following steps show how iContact can determine the Visitor's FC and notify the FC that one of their clients is 
presently on the web site. Please refer to Diagram 1 while reviewing the following steps. 

(1) When a web visitor first accesses the web site they are registered into iContact. iContact returns a frame set to 
the visitor's browser that will stay with the visitor during their visit. The frame set allows iContact to track and 
identify the visitor. Since they have yet to login to the web site, and be identified, they are not displayed on any 
of the FCs workstations. 

(2) The visitor logs into the web site. Upon successfully logging into the system, a page associated with the visitor's 
FC, in this case M. Owens, is returned to the visitors browser. 

(3) The returned page immediately requests a page from the iContact server. The requested page's title is the 
iContact system identifier assigned to the FC when their account was created, in this case "mo wens" (actual 
identifier is numeric). 

(4) The page request notifies the iContact system that this visitor has requested a page with the title of "mowens". 
The page ts returned to the visitor's browser and the request is passed on to the NctRep client applications 
installed on the FCs workstations. 

(5) The visitor's iContact assigned system identifier (25736) and the title of the page they requested ("mowens") is 
sent to all the FCs logged into the system. Each client application will determine if they are allowed to monitor 
this individual. This is done by checking if the page title (a.k.a. FCs system identifier) is in their filter list or the 
visitor's identifier is in their active list. 

(6) In this case the page title is in M. Owens' filter list, so the visitor will now appear in his NctRep client 
application's Visitor List M. Owens can also be notified by any combination of audible and visual indicators 
generated by the NetRcp client application. At this point, M. Owens has the option to proceed and engage the 
visitor and starting the conversation via iContact. 

(7) The visitor can continue surfing through the web site normally. M. Owens will not be aware of which page they 
are viewing, only that they are still on the site. 

(8) If it is determined that knowing the specific page (or section of the web site) the visitor is viewing is necessary 
then the request for the specific page (or first page of the section) will be made through iContact iContact will 
return the requested page to the visitor's browser and pass the request on to the NctRep client applications. 

(9) The visitor's system assigned identifier (25736) and the title of the page they requested ("quotes") is sent to all 
the FCs logged into the system. Each client application will determine if they are allowed to monitor this 
individual They do this by checking if the page title (a.lc.a. FCs system identifier) is in their filter list or the 
visitor's identifier is in their active list. 

(10) In this case the visitor's identifier is in M. Owens' active list, so the entry in M. Owens' Visitor List will be 
updated. M. Owens can also be notified by any combination of audible and visual indicators generated by the 
NctRep client application if this new page is in his page notification list 

Requirement 2 

The following steps show how visitors can determine whether their FC is monitoring the site and available to assist 
them. Please refer to Diagrams 2A& 2B*while review the following steps. 
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Contacting their registered FC Diagram 2A 

(1) The visitor decides they want to communicate with their FC usine iContac. ,v v ^ 

Consultant- link which displays a list of available FcT^e link «n ^ h ^ 'k 7 ? 1Ck ' C ° maCt 3 Financial 
list wiJ] contain all die FC. regis ered to u e iComL ??. . dl ""^<J throughout the web site. The 
active conuct.ethodsh^^ FC. with a 

(2) The v,s,tor selects his/her FC from the list and clicks their name, in this case - M Owens" 

<4) iSTiTSSSJS H™' ' eqUeSttd FC " m0We " S "- * to " ed to *< * ^ NetRep status 

(S) s^sr^ a ttr^ : isrsss rsr ,o w,ii - *» * 

returned. Ate— method, of eottac, cTalso S*3S3ffi^ FC " M ' «- 

determine if they are allowed » momU^L Wi^^&?K PI"" ^ ch cliral '^""o" « 
system identifier, is in thei, filter Ust ^S^^^tj^ * "* * 

Contacting another registered FC Diagram 2B 

( 1 J The visitor decides they want to communicate with anouW vr if :» . 

Financial Consultant" lin lc which display, , S, ^ S £ L« " CoMC ' ' 

lite. The lis. wUI contain .11 the FCs registered to use iCMtacrt i ^ J** 1 "* "hroughout the web 
°'-"e™»ve contact 1^ 

(2) The vmtor select* • FC from the Ust and clicks their na •:. in this case "R Lincoln- 

<4> KSSt: ^ FC ' '" i ~ 0h - " «— *» * *«- b, checking the NetRep status 

(5) — K t^SET ,* ™S IT' * * Contact- he 

.turned. Altenute methods of con^cTc^» FC is M ' '™" b " be 

system identifier) is in their filter to or the «£fi^JA*£fr mk F <* 

(7> M^^tCE^Al.^^ «, client 
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Method for distinguishing individual Surfers on an Internet site 

As Surfers flow into an iContact enabled web site, the software automatically assigns a 
unique identifier to each visitor. As with most of the claims we are discussing, f believe 
that this is reliant on our ability to track and provide functionality without visitor 
instigation or the possibility of their interference (i.e. turn off "cookies", Java, or refuse to 
fill out a form). 

First, because many Surfers dial-up through large proxy servers, a large number of 
visitors are identified by the same IP address. For example, normal server logs will list all 
activity from AOL users in New York as essentially the function of the same user. Given 
that we need to distinguish berween all individuals on an Internet site in order to enable 
one-on-one communication, we created a method to monitor in real-time the activities of 
each individual visitor to a site. By sending a periodic request to the web server 
rheanbeat"), iContact allows live representatives to visually monitor each individual 
visitor's activity without concern for shared IP addresses. 

There are other ways to attempt to distinguish individual visitors, however, iContact is 
unique because it does not require a Sttrfer to accept a downloaded piece of data or 
perform a user-initiated function. For example, if every visitor is asked to fill out a form 
or provide a usemame and password, the server can then distinguish berween all Surfers. 
Internet "cookies" can also be sent to each individual to allow the web server to monitor 
individual activities. The iContact software is unique in that visitors are not required to 
accept cookies (which is at a Surfer's discretion), fill out any type of registration or form, 
or perform any action beyond requesting an HTML page from a web server. It should be 
noted that iContact does not preclude the use of cookies, forms or logins; it just does not 
require them. 

Technically, this all takes place during steps : and 4 on DJ's Diagram One. I laid out 
instructions for six sample pages below that can be used to provide an example of what 
DJ was referring to. The pages will show a progression in HTML as a Surfer sees them: 
first as they arrive, then when they have a unique ID attached, and finally when a 
conversation has begun. 
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Figures 1-1 through 1-3 
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figure /-/*>- NctRep Client with no visible (registered) surfers" 
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Figure NetRep Client with uncaptured, but registered surfer. 
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Figure 1-Sb NetRep Client engaged in a conversation with a surfer. 
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Display system for live NetReps that rationally exhibits current traffic 
activity of an Internet site 

The essentia) claim here is simple. Given that no one has ventured to proactivcly 
approach Surfers, no one has yet developed a system that organizes web activity into a 
"control panel" which allows NetReps to watch and dynamically communicate with 
Surfers. We have collected all the information that we can in real-time, and have built a 
graphical user interface (GUT) that provides NetReps with valuable tracking information 
about visitors before, during, and following communications. Although there are literally 
hundreds of reasons and uses for this GUT. we sought in the design to enable three basic 
functions. 

I) Enable live NetReps to approach visitors based upon observed behaviors 

This is perhaps the most important function of the GUI. In the same way that a good 
vantagepoint allows a retailer to gauge their store's activity, iContact provides a web site 
owner with a clear view of their virrual business. Live NetReps can visually monitor each 
visitor's current location, the amount of time each has spent on that page and the site in 
total, and a list of the last ten pages that each visitor has viewed. By providing businesses 
with this information they can proactively approach any number of visitors in order to 
react to or capitalize on observed Surfer behavior. The analogy is simple: retailers have 
always watched their stores and approached people based on what they did once they got 
inside. They ask the person wandering aimlessly if they can help them find something, 
and they approach people when they pause to examine an item in order to spurn the sales 
process. The iContact software translates server information into a GUI that allows 
businesses to provide the same dynamic sales and service assistance to their Internet 
visitors. 

The simplest example involves a NetRep monitoring the transaction area of a site. In 
order to complete a purchase, most web sites first ask Surfers to fill out a form with all of 
their personal and payment information. The Surfer then submits this form and waits until 
the transaction is cleared or rejected. Live NetReps could watch the transaction area and 
approach Surfers who either aborted the transaction or who were sent to the denial page. 
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Figures 2-1 through 2-6 
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f i*ure M - Surfer on the Ordering section of the site". " 
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Figure 2-3 - NetRep Client with the same uncaptured visitors. One visitor's order has 
been denied white the other's has been accepted. 
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Figure 2-4 - The Surfer's screen after his/her order was denied. 
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Figure 2-5 - The surfer is engaged by a NeiRep who notices that the surfer's order has 
been denied. The conversation frameset appears. 
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/7£u*r 2-6 - NetRep Client now with three uncaptured visitors. The engaged visitor is 
the surfer whose order was denied. 
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NctReps could also approach Surfers who appear lost. If a NetRep observes a Surfer 
quickly moving through multiple pages .vithout spending the time to stop and examine 
any content, they can assume that the visitor has not located the desired information. The 
software then enables a NeiRep to approach that Surfer with the same type of polite 
assistance that is offered in retail environments: "Hello, I noticed that you appeared a 
link lost, can I help you find something specific". 

Figures 3-1 through 3-6 
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Figure 3-1 - NetRep Client with three uncaprured visitors. Two are on the catalog page, 
the other is elsewhere on the site. 
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iFfrarr W - NetRep Client with same uncaptured visitors. One of rhe visitors previously 
on the catalog page has now moved to the employment page. 
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Figure 3-3 - NetRep Client with same uncaptured visitors. The visitor previously on the 
employment page has now moved to the main page. 
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Figure 3-4 - NctRcp Client with same uncapturcd visitor?. The visitor previously on the 
main page has now moved to the site map page. 
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Figure 3-5 - The observant NetRep now captures the aforementioned surfer. He/she 
offers to help with navigation. 
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perspective client. Finally, the customer service representatives could all have a view of 
the entire site. Whether they are tasked to respond to questions, or serve as back up for 
the whole site, our system enables a company to change the view that any NetRcp sees in 
order to direct and control the site. 

3) System that enable NetReps to respond to Surfers requests for assistance with 
important information about the visitor 

The iContact software makes it possible to respond to Surfers armed with a great deal of 
information about them. There are many types of software thai allow a Surfer to make a 
request for a live communication. Our system's display is unique because NetReps can 
respond armed with a great deal of information about the Surfer. Our NetRep GUI first 
informs NetReps of a request for communication with an audio tone and a color change 
of that Surfer in the queue. In the seconds or minutes before the NetRep prompts the 
conversation, they have access to all the pages that the Surfer has viewed, any previous 
discussions they have had with NetReps. and any amount of data that is available about 
the Surfer requesting help. This allows them to manage their time more efficiently for a 
variety of reasons. 

For example, during busy times, NetReps can respond immediately to the member's area, 
and choose to ignore requests from people who have been taking up NetRep's time 
without the hope of a sale. NetReps can also approach prepared with the information that 
a Surfer is likely to request. If a Surfer requests help from a specific product page, the 
NetRep can call up all of the information about that product before they respond. While 
all other products require NetReps to respond based on time waiting or when the next 
available rep is free, {Contact's visual display system allows companies to be discerning. 
In short, our monitoring system makes it possible for NetReps to spend their time with 
the most potentially fruitful Surfers. 
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Example: NetRep Assistance 
Figures 4-1 through 4-9 




Figure 4-1 - Web visitor has a question about the .Contact client however the 
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//£ure 4-2 - The NetRep identifies the web a 



a me«.o* ru ** . J . » VIsitor a question. The NetRep prepares 
a message Can I help you and sends it to the web visitor. 
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Figure 4-3 - A conversion starts between the NetRep and web visitor. 
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Figure 4~4 - The conversation continues. 
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*'l T , " , ?™ ation rela,i "8 » >he web visitor and tec^Stion between the 

creates a database which is populated with the conversation, date time between the 
NetRep and the web visitor for future reference. oetween the 




Figure 4-6- The client software can also be populated manually with data that is also 
saved m a database on the .Contact server. In this case the NetRep populates a No,« 

The information in the database can help facilitate future sessions. For example our web 

H'rjvr,h ,d r ha ' " e haS , en ° U ? h infonna,i0n - ^ initil1 ««v««ion is condudeV. 
However, the web v, sl ,or reahzes that he ahs another question He again requests for 
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Figure 4-7 - The conversation starts. 




Figure 4-8 - The surfer request additional information, reminiscent to the previous 
conversation. However, the NetRep notices that the web visitor was previously captured 
and checks the databases on the server. The NetRep can review the previous 
conversation and also review the pages that that the web visitor has looked at recently. 
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Figure 4- 
the client 
the client 



■9 - The NetRep recogniaes that the web visitor had a previous question about 
s'orW* Pr ° mPtS ^ ViSit ° r if hC ^ any addit, ' ona, <J"«tions about 



System of communication that enables live NetReps to manage multiple 
unique communications with individual Internet visitors 

Tnere are two distinctions that can be drawn between iContact and existing technologies 
First chat rooms can enable communication between a human monitor (NetRep) and any 
number of Surfers who request a "chat room" There are other products that allow 
NetReps to communicate one-on-one with people requesting help. The .Contact software 
makes u possible for a NetRep to carry on any number of one-on-one communications 
with any number of Surfers. We have limited it temporarily to five concurrent 
conversations, but .s an artificial limit based on our experiences with NetRep overload 
The reality is that our NetRep GUT allows a person to balance the needs of many Surfers 
using the capabilities inherent within the system. 

7**^ haS manypcoplc simultaneously, those people all appear in a 

list. The NetRep can then "click" on any Surfer to send a message to, or view the 
messages that that Surfer has sent It is possible to use pre-set messages, as well as the 
ability to simultaneously send one message to any number of Surfers, in order to deal 
w,th the most visitors possible. The NetRep GUI keeps the history of all conversations 
making it possible for a NetRep to move between conversation without confusing 
individual Surfers. 
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For example, if a NetRep has four people engaged and two are asking for the same piece 
of information, the rep can look on the pre-set list and send the same message to both 
Surfers with two "clicks". 



Figures 5-1 through 5-10 
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Figure J-7 - A NetRep is currently monitoring the site with three web visitor. The 
NetRep selects a preset message "weather" tc send to all three. 
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Figure 5-4 - The same conversation however viewed by the initial web visitor. Jack. 
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Figure 5-5 - Jack replies (hat the weather is terrible in Mimi 
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Figure 5-6 - Jill's response. 




Figure 5-7 - John's rcponse. 
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figur* 5-* - The NetRcp view of Jill's response. 
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Figure 5- 10 



- The NetRep view of Jack's situation. 
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iContact technical description 

Diagram 1 and Diagram Lb 

>ta£!^^ £na*°n at,u a new page request. TV soltd 

while revving the following steps. DeW pagc re 1 uest - Plea * refer to Diagram 1 

System initiation 

fl) The visitor clicks on a treated link that caiic a 

which defaults to the entry in the title tag of the cmem ^""^ ™ C and * e * 

0)^re q ueste dp a E e is ta.ge.cd to the content frame of the u, capped frame set. 
(6) The capture server notifies the N'etftm » n .. ,l 

the vigors id and current page.' * " vi,iwr is on *« * itf oonficanon includes 

(?) ^T" fW VWi - -iudes the v*to,s current page. 

<«> The NetRep client application is notified of the new visitor. 

New page request 

M) «<<^ *™»J 'Contact's KAW server 

which was stored ui the title tag of the currem page Wqueaied pagC and ** * 

(-) The server extension notifies the caoru 

rotificauon includes the requested URL and th^iL^V V,S "° r ****** 3 " CW pa£c - 

(3) The capmre server returns a confirmation to the server extens.on 

^ * " MaPBWd " » *• — ' *• visitors id imbedded in 

(5) The re^tedpage « targeted to the content frame of the un<aptured frame set 

(7) Tne page history gets ta ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(8) The NetRep elien. application is notified of the page change. 

Diagram 2 

The following steps show how iContact nm<-« 

TV solid lines „« & proactjve irtj^^dll J E '"''S""™ M*M> «*l a release. 

2 while revkwrng d* fo || owms sttps " da$hed lm « «« the release. Please refer to Diagram 
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Proactive engagement 

(1) The NetRep initiates an engagement with a visitor. The initiation includes an introductory message to 
the visitor is sent to the NetRep server. 

OA) The database is updated with the new status and introduction message. 

(2) The capture server is notified that the NetRep is engaging a visitor. The NetRep id. visitor's id, and 
initial message is sent as parameters. 

(3) The heartbeat function from the hidden frame asks the ISAPI extension if this visitor is engaged or not. 

(4) The extension asks the capture server if this visitor is engaged. 

(5) The capture server notifies the extension that this visitor is engaged. 

(6) The hidden frame receives a response that the visitor is engaged. 

(7) The hidden frame requests a full reload of the browser window. 
(3) The extension returns the captured frame set to the browser. 

(9) The requested page is targeted to the content frame of the captured frame set. 

Release 

(1 ) The NetRep initiates the release of the visitor. 
(1A) The database is updated with the new status. 

(2) The capture server is notified that the NetRep is releasing a visitor. The NetRep id and visitor's id are 
sent as parameters - 

(3) The heartbeat function from the hidden frame asks the ISAPI extension if this visitor is engaged or not. 

(4) The extension asks the capture server if this visitor is engaged. 

(5) The capture server notifies the extension that this visitor is not engaged. 

(6) The hidden frame receives a response chat the visitor is not engaged. 

(7) The hidden frame requests a mil reload of the browser window. 
(3) The extension returns the un -captured frame set to the browser. 

(9) The requested page is targeted to the content frame of the un-capiured frame set. 

Diagram 3 

The following steps show how iContact processes a reactive engagement (Visitor initiated). Please refer to 
Diagram 2 while reviewing the following steps. 

(1 ) The Visitor initiates an engagement with a NetRep. A request_contact function call is sent to the ISAPI 
extension with a page URL and the visitor's id 

(2) The server extension returns the waiting for contact frame set to the browser 

(3) The server extension notifies the capture server that a visitor has requested contact. 

(4) The request for contact is forwarded to the NetRep server 

(5) The NetRep server notifies the NetRep clients that a visitor is requesting contact. 

(6) The NetRep initiates an engagement with a visitor. The initiation includes an introductory message to 
the visitor is sent to the NetRep server. 

(7) The database is updated with the new status and introduction message. 
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(9) The heartbeat fcncuon from the iudden frame asks ^e ISAPI extension if this v lS itor is en g a S ed or not 
f 10) The extension asks the capture server if this visitor is engaged 
mm* capture server notifies the extension that this visitor is engaged. 

( 12) The wait frame receives a response that the visitor is engaged. 

(13) The wait frame requests a full reload of the browser window. 
I'M) The extens.on returns the captured frame set to the browser 

(15)The requested page is targeted to the content frame of the captured frameset. 

Diagram 4 
NetRep to visitor 

(1) NetRep selects a v.sitor (0 send a message to and sends a message. 

(2) The database is updated with the „ cw status and the text of the message. 

(3) The message is forwarded to the capture server. 

(4) The capture server updates the CW fir* ^ r ™;..^ L 

the message being sent Stated *«h the v,sitor. The CSV files contains the text of 

(J) The hidden frame asks if the vi Sl tor has received a new message. 

(6) The ex.ens.on asks the capture server if, aew ^ ^ 

(7) The capture server nonfies the server extension that the visitor has received a new message 

(8) The hidden frame receives a response that the visitor has received a new message 

19) The hidden frame recuests that the NetRep message frame be retoaded wift the updated CNV file 
UOlThe server extension reads the CNV file and convens it to HTML. 
( 1 1 ) The NetRep message frame is updated. 

Visitor to NetRep 

( 1 ) The visitor send a message to the NetRep. 

(2) The message is sent to the Capture server. 

(4) The server extenston reads the CNV fi le and converts it to HTML. 

(5) The Visitor message frame is updated with the new text. 

(6) The message is forwarded to the NetRep server. 

(7) The database is updated with the new status and the text of the message. 
(S) The message is sent to the NetRep 
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Diagram 5 

The following steps show how iContact can de:rnnine which NeiRep is assigned to the Visitor and notify 
the NetRep that one of their clients is presently on the web site. Please re fer Co Diagram 5 while reviewing 
the following steps. 

(1) VVben a web visitor first accesses the web site they a,e registered into iContact. iContact returns a 
frame set to the visitor's browser that will stay with the visitor during their visit. The frame set allows 
iContact to track and identify the visitor Since they have yet to login to the web site, and be identified, 
they are not displayed on any of the NetRep's workstations. 

(2) The visitor logs into the web site. Upon successfully logging into the system, a page associated with 
the visitor's NetRep, in this case M. Owens, is returned to the visitor's browser. 

(3) The returned page immediately requests a page from the iContact server. The requested page's title is 
the iContact system identifier assigned to the NetRep when their account was created, in this case 
"mowens" (actual identifier is numeric). 

(4) The page^request notifies the iContact system that this visitor has requested a page with the ride of 
"mowens". The page is returned to the visitor's browser and the request is passed on to the NetRep 
client applications installed on the NetRep's workstations. 

(5) The visitor's iContaci assigned system identifier ( 25736) and the title of the paee ihev requested 
("mowens") is sent to all the NeiReps logged into the system. Each client application will deiemune if 
ihey are allowed to monitor this individual. This is done by checking if the page title f a.k.a. NetRep's 
system identifier) is in their filter list or the visitor's identifier is in their active list. 

(6) In this case the page mle is in M Owens' filter list, so the visitor will now appear in his NeiRep client 
application's Visitor List. M. Owens can also be nonfied by any combination of audible and visual 
indicators generated by the NetRep client application. 

(7) The visitor can continue surfing through the web site normally. M. Owens will noi be aware of which 
page they are viewing, only that they are still on the site. 

(8) If it is determined that knowing the specific page (or section of the web site) the visitor is viewing is 
necessary then the request for the specific page (or first page of the secrion) will be made throueh 
iContaci. iContact will return the requested page to the visitor's browser and pass the request on to the 
NetRep client applications. 

(9) The visitor's system assigned identifier (25736) and the title of the page they requested ("quotes") is 
sent to all the NeiReps logged into the system. Each client application will determine if ihev are 
allowed to monitor this individual. They do this by checking if the page title (a.k.a. NetRep's svsiem 
identifier) is in their filter list or die visitor's identifier is in their active list. 

( 10) In this case the visitor's identifiei is in M. Owens' active list, so the entry in M. Owens* Visitor List will 
be updated. M Owens can also be notified by any combinarion of audible and visual indicators 
generated by the NetRep client application if this new page is in his page notification list. 

Diagram 6 

The following steps show bow visitors can determine whether their NetRep is monitoring the site and 
available to assist them. Please refer to Diagrams 6A & 6B while review the following steps. 

Contacting their registered NetRep 

(1) The visitor decides they want to communicate with their Netrep using iContact. They click a "Contact 
a Company Representative" link which displays a list of available NeiReps. The link can be distributed 
throughout the web siie. The list will contain all the NetReps registered to use iContact or it can also 
include unregistered NetReps with a list of alternative contact methods like telephone number, email, 
or an automatic call back form. 

(2) The visitor selects his/her NetRep from the list and clicks their name, in this case **M. Owens". 
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iContact technical description 

Diagram 7 

The following components are used in a large scale custom implementation. Please re?';: to Diagram 7 while renewing the 
following jieps. 

Enterprise Components 

( 1 ) ISAPI Server Extension-Tilter pair - Each ISAPI server extension uses its own set of template files. This provides the 
ability to manage separate-distinct web sites, separate; distinct sections of a web site, and individual groups of pages as 
separate entities with (heir own sets of template files. Each extensions con be replaced with 2 filters. The niters will 
allow the imbedding of the unique identifier without requiring extensive page modification 

(2) Capture Server - Manages one or many server extensions or filter pairs. Multiple capture servers allow for load 
distribution. Capture sen-en can run on multiple servers. 

(3} NetRep Server - Manages NetRep client applicanons through multiple message servers. Also distributes inlbrmanon to 
and from databases. 

(4) Messaging Server - Manages the dismbunon of messages between NetRep client applicanons and the NeiRep serve;. 
Used for load balancing. 

i *) The NetRep administration ui.liry manages NeiRep groups, preset messages, aod tour guide locations. Tour Guide 
locations are used to push pages to web visitors who have been engaged. 

(6) Database Controller - Manages access and control to the iContaa and other associated databases. 

(7) NetRep client application. 

(5) Web site Administration - Csed to manage the configuration of the server extensions riders and the rapture servers. 

Diagram 8 

The following steps show how an HTTP server developed by Contact Dynamics would be used to manage multiple separate 
and distinct w eb sites by an out sourced call center. Tbe use of a custom server provides the following benefits: 

1 . Minimum to no modification of the call center 's client's web pages. 

2. The call center can turn off tbe web monitoring and direct the client's web site to function normally, by not going 
through Contact Dynamics' server without affecting tbe web pages on the site. 

Please refer to Diagram 8 while reviewing the following steps. 

New page request 

(A) Visitor requests a paje. The request is received by the iContact server. 

(B) Tbe (Contact server notifies the NetRep server of the page request. 

(O The NetRep server nooiies the appropriate group of NetRep*. A messaging server may or may not be used. 

(D) The iContact server requests the page from the appropriate web server The web server may be located im-where on the 
Internet. 

(E) The web server reams the requested page io tbe tComart server. 

(F) The iContact server compares the creirioa date of the returned page with the processed page cached on its hard drive. If 
the page has been updated the server »tU process the page and replace tbe old processed page with the new page. If the 
page has not been updated the server discards the new page. 

(C) The (Contact server returns die processed page to the visitor's browser. 

(H) The Visitor's browser requests the graphic Hies directly from tbe web server. 
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« 11 The web smtt returns the graphic fiits. 



Diagram 9 

Each frameset returned to a Surfer contains a hidden beinbwt <Wnn„ , . 
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pagel .htir.l 

Regular ..-.treated page. (Local Installation) 



<HTML> 
<H7TO> 

<TT7Li>;'ayel<:/TTTLE> 



<A HE?:?- "pagel . liLnl " >L*.-k :<VA> <br> 
<A KREK- M page2 . htx'. " >Link 2</A> <br> 



/:-:tkl> 
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Treated pa^e. (Local Installation) 



<HTML> 
<HEAD> 

<7I7LE*?agel</TITLE> 

</HKAD> 
<BODY> 



<RD_JCME01t- 

<!--ca hrftf--pagc:.hCxl->Link l*/A»--» 
<scripr. lar:guage= "JavaScript - > 
< I - - 

Ehtmli- ♦ docuiwnt. write («<a href . ■ /bin/lex. dll >npage?*2F|,. g .:« 

top. document. title * «• target- • _t op' >«) 

document -write ("Link \ n ) 

document .wr ice f "< /a >*■) 

// 

</script> 
<noccri.pt> 

>Lir.k lc ;^ h " f= " /bin/icx - dll7n P a 3 e? * 2 fpagen2E^x.: 4 -i. target- -_eop- 

< /noser ipr > 
</JO_D0VE01> 

<br> 



<RD_DONE01> 

<t--<a href -"pagc2. html ">Link 2</A>--> 
<script languages "JavaScripts 
< ! - - 

Ehtm: t . ♦ doc-nent.vriue^a b*.f--/bin/1«.dil7, ww?l2Pftage „ a 

top. document. title . target- '_top' >») 
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pagel_icx.html 
document .write ("Link 2") 
document. write {"</*>") 

// --> 
</scrlpt=. 
<noscript> 

«a hrcf.*/bir7icx.dll?r.page?%2Fpagft2%2Ehtna&-:'' target- "_top" 
>Link 2c/a> 
</noscript> 
</RD_DONH01> 

<br> 



</BOr>Y> 

</HTML:. 
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Treated page. (Redirection) 



<HTML> 
<HEAD> 

<TITLE>Pagc2 </TITLE> 

</HF.AO> 
<BOUY> 



<RLJDCK'££~_; 

<^inr h r f = '' hCtP://19?,ie8 - : ' 1/pa9el - h:ml " >L ^ 1</A>- > 
<scripr. languages "JavaScript B » 

< ! - - 

document . write ; "<a 
£~f«Vbir7icx.di:y^ 

top. document. title + target- »_top' >*) 
document .write '"Link i M ) 
document . write '"</&>"} 

// --> 

</ script > 

targ«t-"_Lop" >Lir.fc l*/a> 
</noscript> 

<br> 



<RD_DOME01> 

^'l^V^'*^"^^ 2</A>--> 
<scr lpt language- "JavaScripts 
< ! - - 

document .write ("<a 
^' /bln/icX - d:i? ^^ 

top. document. title , target- *_top*>") 
document .write ("Link 2") 
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page 2_icx. html 
doc-T.ent .write ("</a>") 

// 

^/script* 
<noscrlpt> 

<a href = Vbin/icx.dll?npsge?http*3A%2F%2F192%2EIC0%2Ei%2El*2 
agc2%2F:html&-l " 
carget»"_top" >link 2</a> 
< /noser ipt> 
</RD_DONH01> 

<br > 



</BODY> 
</HTKT.> 
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Regular ur.treated page. (Redirection) 



<HEAD> 

<TITLE>Paoe2</TTTLE> 

</IIEAD> 
<BODY> 

<A HREP-"};:cp://lSP..I6S.'L.l/page:.hcir.;»>Link 1</A^ <br. 
<A imKK-'*http://152.168.1.1/pago2.ht^I">Link 2</A> <br> 



WO 99/18514 



PCI7US98/21272 



EXEMPLARY CONVERSATION 
N - Representative of Site 
S - Visitor at Site 



5 





MESSAGE TEXT 


SENDER 


TIME A DATE 




Hi, I'm Sue with Conaci Dynamics. I'm here live, can I help you? 


N 


S/5/98 5:33:39 PM 




Good evening! 


N 


8/3/98 5:34.-04 PM 


10 


If you look to your right and touch compose message ind begin typing in 
the bo*, we can talk. 




8/5/98 5:34:09 PM 




I'm just try mg mis out as a demo. You probably get that a lot. 


S 


8/5/98 5:34:48 PM 




ShopcyberMal), so nke of you to visit!! 


N 


S/5/93 5:35:20 PM 




Thanks. We are currently using live chat oo our web site, but we had 
someone email as to look at you guys. 


S 


5:36:02 PM 


15 


Yea. I do. and u'i ray job, so I never mind. BTW. you have the hands 
| down coolest catalog'! That's the consensus from our office!! 


a 


8/5/98 5:36:07 PM 




That was me. 


N 


8/5/98 5:36:16 PM 




Thanks?! 


S 


8/5/98 5:36:25 PM 




No live chat, this a a powerful tales tool and lead generator. 


N 


8/5/98 5:36:36 PM 


20 


There are two models of Contact Inbound and Outbound. I use both at 
the same time. 


N 


8/5798 5:38:53 PM 


25 


Outbound allows you go see the surfers on the si's, where they are. and 
how long (hey stay. With Outbound you can initiate a conversation with 
any surfer at any time. This a bow I saw you exter the site and how 1 
captured you!! It is unique to us alone. 


N 


8/5/98 5:39:17 PM 




How are you saying mat? How b this difTerem from Interactive Express? 


S 


8/5/98 5:39:21 PM 




70* of ail people who engage your commerce server do not finish the 
traeaaction. Our software can make a difference. 


N 


8/3/98 5:39:48 PM 
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MESSAGE TEXT 



Okay, but how b diii different from your competitor XYZ's 



They can't engage a surfer. They have to wait for a request for 
assistance. We don' i wait!! 



Oh. I see. When would you feel it necessary to interrupt a shopper? 



Let me show you our interface . Click directly on the next message 1 send 
you. 



Don't* think of it as intenupong. you're assuant. just like a high line 
de pa rtm e nt no re would. 



Plus, we don't have to download any junk into your m rfen machines 
No downloads, applets, cookies or pfug ini 



Contact is a server extension browser driven. It uses NT. We can oik 
with any visitor thai has a browser that was written within the last two 



TIME & DATE 



B/5/98 5:40:25 PM 



8/5/98 5:40:27 PM 



8/5/98 5:41-01 PM 



8/5/98 3:41.07 PM 



S/5/98 5:41:49 PM 



I 8/5/98 5:43:12 PM 



8/5/98 5:43 38 PM 



8/5/98 5:43:36 PM 



I can conduct five individual conversations at one time on my station. 
Afaho\jiri 1 can actually tec thirty surfers in the queue 



How do you contact them? Does a window just open up in the middle of 
their visit? How can you uHl who they are? 



8/5/98 5:43:53 PM 



8/5/98 5:44:|| PM 



I Just like what you are took in; at right n 
1 however you would like. 



, it can be customized 



1 can actually tee them on my side. Want to tee? 



1 trace them to know who they are. 



Go to Contact Inbound or you can just click on my 
will take you there. 



8/5/98 5:44:42 PM 



8/5/98 5:45:01 PM 
! 8/5/98 5:45:17 PM 



8/5/98 5:45:22 PM 



8/5798 5:45:57 PM 



<a href- ■/out-zoom.htm* target 'contents Click here for a Netrep 
screen ihot < a > 



8/5/98 5:46:14 PM 



You haven't moved yet. That'i the other thing. I can see where the surfer 
goes and have a history of their Uii icn pages that (hey visited. 



8/5/98 5:48:03 PM 



You've got it now, and you 



can room on that picture to get a better look. 



Where do you sec who I am? 



Lower left are the surfers, and your IP 
simple tracing program. I can get name 
are with from a mrJc server 



can be traced through a 
address of me company you 



8/5/98 3:57:16 PM 



8/5/98 5:58:07 PM 



8/5/98 5:59:06 PM 



AOL you Just get numbers, can't trace those. 



Figures 



The captured surfers have anique Hcatifitt numbers between the two 
windows on the bonmn 


_^ i B/J/yg 3:39;n PM 

N 8/3/98 5:59:56 PM 


So. Contact Dynamics b the surfer here? 


S I 8/5/98 3:59:58 PM 1 


Wow • I am impressed!! 


N 8/5/98 6:00:26 PM \ 


You are the first person that noticed 


N | 8/5/98 6:00:39 PM 


Don't get too excited, that's my job. 


S 1 8/5/98 6:00:47 PM 



8/5/98 5:59:20 PM 
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M MESSAGE TEXT 


SENDER 


TIME St DATE 




(j Maybe I'm the 1st person who ores. 


S 


8/5/98 6:01:07 PM 


J 


Mine too. but it'i also a tot or other peoples jobs thai visit me. no one has 
got it yet. You must be a woman!! Please tcH mc I'm right!! 


N 


8/5/98 6:01:34 PM 




Yes. you must be coo. 


N 


8/5/98 6:01:57 PM 




Hooray!! 


N 


8/5/98 6:01:26 PM 




Hear us ROAR! 


S 


8/J/98 6:02:46 PM 


10 


It's funny bow this works, but I can even cell if a person b having a bad 
day on this, b's very inornate. The surfers fcf comfonabte very quickly. 
The response was far prater than we ever dreamed possible. 


N 


8/5798 6:03:31 PM 




Neat. Do you have an information packet you can send to roc? You have 
my address.. .my dame is Jane Doe. Director of commerce. Please 
advise. 


S 


8/5/98 6:04:39 PM 


15 


Yes. Jane, I do. Can you supply me with your address. I'll get it out in 
a flash!! 


N 


8/5/98 6:05-21 PM 




Maybe you would even like an evil demo, huh? 


N 


8/5/98 6:05:42 PM 




1 thought my address came up for you. 


S 


8/5/98 6:06:12 PM 




Yep. 


S 


8/5/98 6:06:23 PM 


20 


Jane. I'm sorry. I did have that address. 


N 


8/5/98 6:07:IOPM 




Well. I'll send you the info and if you wouldn't mind a call from a rep. I 
can get you the eva). 


N 


8/5/98 6:07:39 PM 


25 


Okay. I'm going to go now. Phone number b 111-555-6789. I'll be out 
of own tomorrow and Friday and out or the office next week Tues. and 
Wed. and possibly Thur and Friday. Busy schedule! Lwrr! 


S 


8/5/98 6:08:36 PM 




Sarah. I'm so glad you stopped by. You've been a delight! 


N 


8/S/98 6.-09:33 PM 




Thanks! 


S 


8/5/98 649:54 PM 




FYl-Our granddaughter's name is Jane. So, we have a kinship already!! 


N 


8/5/98 6:10:12 PM 










30 









35 



9 



WO 99/1 8514 



PCT7US9J/21272 



From the foregoing, it will be observed that numerous variations 
and modifications may be effected without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. It is to be understood that no limitation with respect to the 
specific apparatus illustrated herein is intended or should be inferred. It is, of 
course, intended to cover by the appended claims all such modifications as fall 
within the scope of the claims. 
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What is Claimed : 

1 . A method of using a communications network comprising : 
detecting the presence of a particular visitor at a particular 

page of a web site; 

transmitting an indicator to a selected display whereupon 
transmission of a return message to be presented to that visitor can be initiated; 
and 

transmitting the return message to that visitor for viewing. 

2. A method as in claim t which includes tracking the 
progress of the visitor through the web site and building a list thereof. 

3. A method as in claim 2 which includes transferring a 
response from the visitor to the display. 

4. A method as in clam 3 which, includes transferring a 
responsive reply back to the visitor substantially on a real-time basis. 

5. A method as in claim 4 including enabling the visitor to 
carry out a commercial transaction. 

6. A method as in claim 4 including facilitating the carrying 
out of an interactive conversation. 

7. A method as in claim 2 which includes displaying a list 
of pages presented to a visitor over a period of time. 

8. A method as in claim 7 wherein the list of pages is 
displayed at a displaced site. 

9. A method as in claim 8 which includes presenting to the 
visitor an indicator whereby the visitor, when viewing a selected page, can 
initiate a bi-directional conversation with the displaced site. 

10. A method of communicating with an individual who has 
logged onto a communication network comprising: 

presenting at least a pan of an information sequence, 
dispiayable in part, and including one or more pages that may be displayed at 
various times in response to commands entered by the individual; 

detecting when the individual is viewing a page; 

tracking the progress of the individual through a plurality 
of pages which are in pan presentable graphically; 
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storing the tracking information; 

transmitting, from another site, a selected communication 
to be presented to the individual to facilitate interaction with the page being 
displayed for the individual; 

enabling the individual to form a responsive message; and 
transmitting the responsive message to the another site for 

reviewing and in real-time, carrying out an interactive information interchange 

between the individual and the another site. 

II. A method of facilitating interactive communications using 
a network comprising: 

selecting at least one page containing displayable 
information and commands for implementing a display; 

incorporating additional commands, which when the page 
is to be displayed at a requesting site, provide information to another site; 

displaying the selected page in response to a user's 

request; and 

initiating a bi-directional information interchange, on the 
page being displayed, using the provided information. 

12. A method as in claim ]] wherein the initiating step 
includes opening a dialog box on the page being displayed. 

13. A method as in claim 12 wherein a message can be 
entered into the dialog box. 

14. A method as in claim 13 wherein the message can be 
transmitted to and displayed at another site. 

15. A method as in claim 14 which includes building a list at 
the another site indicative of the pages displayed at the requesting site. 

16. An information sequence, in part displayable for a viewer. 

comprising: 

a text sequence to be displayed; 

a sequence of display controlling commands combined 
with the displayable text; and 

a sequence of tracking commands, combined with the 
displayable text whereby information pertaining to text being presented to a 



12 



WO 99/18514 PCT/US98/21272 

viewer can be presented, substantially in real-time, at a displaced location for 
tracking the text being presented to the viewer. 

17. A sequence as in claim 16 wherein the text sequence is 
organized as a plurality of linked pages and wherein at least some of the pages 
include frame based commands for tracking. 

18. A sequence as in claim 16 which includes, as commands, 
hypertext mark-up tags. 

19. A sequence as in claim 18 which includes as tracking 
commands, hypertext framing tags. 

20. A sequence as in claim 17 wherein the pages include, as 
commands, hypertext mark up tags and wherein at least some of the pages 
comprise hypertext frame tags. 

21. A multi-processor communication system comprising: 
a visitor client; 

a visitor server, coupled at least intermittently to the visitor client 
for transferring information therebetween whereby a visitor using the visitor 
client and the visitor server can request a selected file, specified by the visitor; 

a monitoring client; 

a monitoring server, coupled at least intermittently to the 
monitoring client, for transferring information therebetween wherein the servers 
can communicate via a common network, whereby a representative using the 
monitoring client and the monitoring server can initiate an interactive real-time 
information interchange with the visitor and wherein the visitor can reply 
thereto on a one-on-one basis. 

22. A system as in claim 21 wherein the visitor client 
includes, at least in part, a browser to facilitate a display of the selected file. 

23. A system as in claim 22 wherein the browser is capable 
of interpreting HTML-type tags in the file to facilitate display thereof. 

24. A system as in claim 23 wherein the monitoring server 
receives information indicative of the progress of the visitor in reviewing the 
displayed file. 
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25. A system as in claim 24 wherein the monitoring server 
include, a control program for forwarding to the monitoring client the progress 
indicating received information. 

26. A method for using a computer to enable a web site 
representative to observe in rea.-time a web site usage profile of any one of a 
plurality of web site visitors and proactive* ,o engage the visitor in a one-to- 
one, real-time conversation, comprising: 

recording information about each visitor's usage of the respective 
web site including a list of the web pages the visitor has viewed and the amount 
of tune spent on each, a unique visitor's address, a status indicator showing 
whether the visitor has been previous* engaged by another representative the 
tota. time the visitor has spent on the web site, and a unique identifier for each 
visitor; 

displaying to a group of representatives me above information for 
the visitors to all or a selected portion of the web site in real-time; 

enabling any one of a plurality of representatives to select any 
one ofapluraKty of visitors to engage in a private one-to-one conversaUon- and 
proactive* engaging me visitor so chosen in a one-to-one 
conversation without any action on the visitor's part. 

27. A method as in claim 26 which includes: 
enabling a visitor to request a conversation witi a representative; 
enabling one representative to engage in one-to-one conversations 
with a number of visitors simultaneously; 

enabling the representative to send messages and other content 

to the visitor; 

enabling the visito, t0 receive messages ^ ^ ^ 
the representative; 

enabling the visitor to send messages and other content to the 

representative; 

enabling the representative to receive messages and other content 

from the visitor; and 

enabling the representative to proactively terminate the 
conversation with any engaged visitor. 
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28. A method as in claim 26 which includes: 

enabling the visitor to terminate the conversation with the 

representative. 

29. A method as in claim 26 which includes: 

recording all or pan of the recorded information into a database 
for future use and analysis. 

30. A method as in claim 26 which includes displaying for a 
visitor a rwo-part graphical display with the representative's comments at one 
location and the visitor's comments adjacent thereto. 

31. An apparatus enabling a web site representative to observe 
a real-time web site usage profile of any one of a plurality of web site visitors 
and proactively engage a selected visitor in a one-to-one, real-time 
conversation, comprising: 

a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the storage device wherein the storage 
device includes a program for controlling the processor; and 

wherein the processor interacts with the program to record 
information about each web site visitor's usage of the web site including at least 
a list of the web pages the visitor has viewed and the amount of time spent on 
each, a unique visitor's address, a status indicator showing whether the visitor 
has been previously engaged by another representative, the total time the visitor 
has spent on the web site, and a unique identifier for each visitor. 

32. An apparatus as in claim 31 wherein: 

the program displays to a group of representatives the 
information for the visitors to all or a selected portion of the web site in real 
time including instructions to allow any one of a plurality of representatives to 
select any one of a plurality of visitors to engage in a private one-to-one 
conversation and to proactively engage the visitor so chosen in a one-to-one 
conversation without any action by the visitor. 

33. An apparatus as in claim 31 which includes: 
commands to enable a visitor to request a conversation with a 

representative and to enable one representative to engage in one-to-one 
conversations with a number of visitors simultaneously; 
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enable the representative to send massages and other content to 

the visitor; 

enable the visitor to receive messages and other content from the 

representative; 

enable the visitor to send messages and other content to the 

representative; 

enable the representative to receive messages and other content 
from the visitor; 

enable the representative to proactively terminate the conversation 
with any engaged visitor; 

optionally enable the visitor to terminate the conversation with 
a representative, and 

optionally record all or pan of the above information into a 
database for future use and analysis. 

34. An apparatus as in claim 32 which includes: 
a display device displaying information in real time including, but 
not limited to, a list of the web pages the visitor has viewed and the amount of 
time spent on each, a status indicator showing whether the visitor has been 
previously engaged by another representative or not, the total time the visitor 
has spent on the web site, and a unique identifier for each visitor. 

35. An apparatus as in claim 31, wherein: 

the storage device optionally store a record of all or part of the 
information regarding the user's web site usage program recorded by the 
apparatus. 

36. A method for using a computer to observe a real-time web 
site usage profile of any one of a plurality of web site visitors, to compare that 
profile with a number of predefined web usage profiles which are associated 
with lists of actions to be performed upon a pattern, to determine if the visitor's 
usage profile matches any one of these predefined profiles, and to automatically 
perform the action associated with the matched usage profiles, comprising: 

storing a number of predefined web site usage profiles; 
storing and associating a list of actions with each predefined 

usage pattern; 
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recording information about each web site visitor's usage of the 
web site including, but not limited to. a list of web pages the visitor has viewed 
and the amount of time spent on each, the visitor's address, a status indicator 
showing whether the visitor has been previously engaged by another 
representative, the total time the visitor has spent on the web site, and a unique 
identifier for each visitor; 

comparing the above information with each predefined usage 
profiles and their associated actions; and 

executing the associated action list upon a successful match 
between the visitor's usage partem and the predefined usage pattern. 

37. The method of claim 36 further comprising: 
inputting into the computer a number of descriptions of a web 
site usage pattern; 

inputting into the computer a number of lists of actions to be 
performed by the computer; 

associating each usage pattern description with at least one list 
of actions to be performed by the computer; and 

editing and deleting the descriptions of web site usage patterns, 
the lists of actions, and their associations. 

38. An apparatus for observing a real-time web site 
usage profile of any one of a plurality of web site visitors, to compare that 
profile with a number of predefined web usage profiles which are associated 
with lists of actions, to determine if the visitor's usage profile matches any of 
these predefined profiles, and to automatically perform the action associated 
with the matched usage profiles; comprising: 
a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the storage device; 
the storage device storing: 
a number of predefined web site usage patterns; 
a list of actions associated with each predefined usage pattern; 
a program for controlling the processor; and 
wherein the processor is operative with the program to record 
information about each web site visitor's usage of the web site including, some 
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or all of a list of the web pages the visitor has viewed and the amount of time 
spent on each, a status indicator showing whether the visitor has been 
previously engaged by another representative or not, the total time the visitor 
has spent on the web site, and a unique identifier for each visitor and wherein 
the program includes commands for comparing the above information with each 
predefined usage profile and executing the associated action list upon a 
successful match between the visitor's usage pattern and the predefined usage 
pattern. 

39. The apparatus of claim 38, in which the processor is 
further operative with the program io: 

input a number of descriptions of a web site usage pattern; 
input a number of lists of actions to be performed by the 

computer; 

associate each usage pattern description with at least one fist of 
actions to be performed by the processor; and 

editing and deleting the descriptions of web sire usage patterns, 
the lists of actions, and their associations, 

40. A method of analyzing visitor movements through a 
plurality of related files comprising: 

tracking viewing paths of a plurality of viewers of the 
files; analyzing the tracking information and identifying selected file sequences 
which exhibit a greater incidence of viewing paths than other sequences. 

41. A method as in claim 40 wherein the tracking step is 
carried out in real time. 

42. A method as in claim 41 wherein the tracking information 

is stored. 

43. A method as in claim 42 wherein the analyzing step is 
carried out relative to the stored tracking information. 

44. A method of identifying a visitor at a web site comprising: 
detecting the presence of an individual visitor at the site; 
determining the visitor's IP address; and 

assigning a unique identifier to the visitor in addition to 
the visitor's IP address. 
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Surfer requests a web 
page 



Diagram 1-b: 
Flowchart of Surfer 
requesting a new web 
site page (npage). 



Assign a unique 10 
and create a surfer 
account 




| Return Noncaptured 
frameset 



Upcate Netrep display ' 
and 

Return Captured 
frameset 
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Surfer sends 
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Diagram 9-b: 
Flowchart of Uncaptured 
Heartbeat (upull) 
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